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2014 Water Quality Report

This brochure explains the quality of drinking water provided by the Arvin Community Services

Distict Included is a listing of results from water quality tests as an explanation of where our water
comes from and tips on how to interpret the data. Wele proud to share our results with you. Please

read than carefully.

Este informe contiene informaci6n muy importante sobre su agua potable. Tradrizcalo o
hable con alguien que lo entienda bien. Copias en espaflol de este reporte de calidad de agua
estfn disponibles llamando rl 661-854-2127,

We're very pleased to provide you with this year's Water Quality Report. We want to keep you
informed about the excellent service we have delivered to you over tle past year. Our goal is and
always has been, to provide to you the safest and most dependable supply of drinking water
possible. Our water source in 2014 was from groundwater from six active water wells, normally 300
to 900 feet deep, well's # l, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11. The location ofall our water wells are:

* Well #l - langford Avenue and South Derby St. at the City yard - used in 2014
* Well #5 - 5th Sneet near North Derby Sheet - used in 2014
* Well #6 - Monroe Street near Durham St. - used in 2014
* Well #8 - on Charles Street - put in service in 1998 - used in 2014
* Well #9 - on Meyer Steet near Orange Street - put in service in 1999 - not used in 2014
* Well #1 0 - on Blue Inop Lane - put in service in 2009 - us€d in 2014
* Well #1 I - 3301 Meyer St - put in service in 2013 - used in 2014

We have a souce waler assessment from May 2002 ava:lable from our office that provides more
information such as potential sources of contamination. A copy may be obtained at the District office
upon request. More information on the source waGr assessment findings is on the next page.

This 2014 annual water quality report shows our water quality and what it mears.

If you have any questions about this report or conceming your water utility, please contact Femando
Pantoja with Arvin Commrmity Services Disfict at 661 -854-2127. We want our valued customers to be
informed about their water utility. If you want to leam more, please attend any of our regularly
scheduled meetings. They are held on the fust and third Monday of each month at 6:00 P.M., at the
Disfiict office at 309 Campus Drive, Arvi4 Califomia- We encourage public interest and
participation in our community's decisions affecting drinking water and any other issues.

Arvin Commmity Services Disfict routinely monitors for contaminants in yow drinking water
according to Federal and State laws. This table shows the results of our monitoring for the period of
January 1s to December 31" 2014. For those regulated contamirates the system is allowed to monitor
for less often than once a year, the most recent testing done in accordance with the regulations has been
used. We are required to monitor your drinking water for specific contamfuumts on a regular basis. Results
of rcgular monitoring are an indicator ofwhether or not our drinking water meets health standards.



How to Read This Table
In order to €nsure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) ard thc State
Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (Division) prescribe regulations that limit the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Division regulations also establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water that provide the same protection for public health.

The results of tests performed in 2014 or the most recent testing available are presented in the table. ln addition to the
constituents list€d in the repon, we have conducted monitoring on all active wells for additional organic chemicals for
which the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (Division) and USEPA have not yet set a
standard, and all results wer€ below detection levels unless otherwise noted. For additional water quality data, conracr
Femando Pantoja at 661-854-2127. Terms used in the Water Quality Table and in other parts ofthis report are defined here.

Maximum Contaminsnt Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking
water, Primary MCLS are set as close to the PHGs (o. MCLGs) as is economically and technologically
feasible. Secondary MCLS are set to protect the odor, taste, and appearance ofdrinking water.
Maximum CoDtrminant Level Goal or MCLG: The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there rs no
known or expected risk to health. MCLCs are set by the U-S. Environmental protection Agency.

Public Heslth Coal or PHG: The level ofa contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known
expected risk to health. PHGS are set by the California Environmental Protection Agency.
Primary Drinking Wrter Standard or PDWS: MCLs for contaminants that affect health alone with their
monitoring and reporting r6quirements, and wat€r treatment requirements.

Secondary Drinkirg Water Standard or SDWS: MCLs for contaminants that affect taste. odor: or
appearance ofth€ drinking water. Contaminants with SDWSs do not aflect the health at the MCL levels.
RaDge: The lowest to the highest values for all samples tested for each aontaminant. Ifonly one sample is
tested, or no range is required for this report, then no range is listed for that contaminant in the table.

Key To Table
AL = Action Level
NL = Notification Level
MRDL = Maximum Residual Detection Level
MRSDLG - Maximum Residual Detection Level Goal
SMCL = Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level
MCLG = Maximum Contaminant Level Goal
NTU = Neph€lometric Turbidity Units
pCi/L = Picocuries per Liter ( a measure of radioactivity)
ppt = parts per trillion

PHG = Public Health goal
ND = None Detected
MCL Maximum Contaminanl Level
ppm = parts per million,

or milligrams per liter (mgll-)
ppb = parts per billion,

or micrograms per liter (ugll-)
n/a = not applicable

Summary Information for Contaminants Exceeding an MCL, MRDL, AL or Violation of Any TT or Monitoring
and Reporting Requir€ments.

. Some people who drink water containing a$enic in excess ofthe MCL over many years could experience skin
damage or problems with their circulatory system, and may have an incrgased risk of getting cancer. The
Federal govemment lowered the arsenic MCL from 50ug/L to l0ug/L effeclive on Jan, 23, 2006. Arvin
Community Services District's Board of Direclors has been very active in seeking a solution to removing
arsenic from Arvin's public water supply to meet the new lower water standard. The District has been
researching solutions to meet the new arsenic standard. The District has been applying for governmenr gran$
and has been approved for a grant from the State Department of Public Health to construct new wells or install
treatment equipment to remove the arsenic from the public water supply. New well sites are being looked for
where tests show arsenic level within the new standard.

Additionrl Get|eral Information on Drinking Water
. The average nitrate level was 14.4 ppm with a maximum level of38 ppm. Nitrate in drinking water at levels

above 45 ppm is a health risk for infants of less than six months of age. Such nitrate levels in drinkrng water
can interfere with the capacity of the infant's blood to carry oxygen, resulting in serious illness; symptoms



include shortness of breath and blueness ofthe skin. Nitrate levels above 45 ppm may also affect the ability of
the blood to carry oxyg€n in other individuals, such as pregnant women and those with specific enryme
deficiencies. If you are caring for an infant, or you are pregnant, you should ask advice from your health care
provider.

. Ifpresent, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant lvoman and young

childr€n. Lead in drinking water is a primary from materials and components associated with service lines and

home plumbing. Arvin Community Services District is responsible for providing the highast possible quality
drinking water, but cannot control the variety ofmaterials used in plumbing components. When your water has

been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential lbr lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30

sgconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. lf you are concemed about lead iD your
water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and

steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

o All Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA'S Saf€
Drinking Water Hotline ( l -800-426-4791 ).

o The sources of drinking wat€r (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,

reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travgls over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolv€s
naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive matgrial, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

. Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
(A) Miqobial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria that may come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
(B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can be naturally-occurring or result from urban
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewat€r discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farmrng.
(C) Pesticides and herbicides, that may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm
water runoll, and residential uses.

(D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals that are by-
products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm
water runoff, agricultural application, and septic systems.

(E) Radioactive contaminants that can be naturally-occurring or be the result ofoil and gas production and
mining activities.

. Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. lmmuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care
providers. USEPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to less€n the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinkine Water
Hotline (l-800-426-4791).

A souce water assessment was conducted for the water supply wells of the Arvin Community Services Distriat water
system in May 2002. The sources are considered most vulnerable to the following activities associated with
contaminants detected ip the water supoly:

Fertilizer, Pesticide/Herbicide application
Septic Systems
Auto - Repair shops
Wells - Oil, Gas, Geothermal

The source is considered most vulnerable to the following activities not associated with anv detected contaminants:
Known Contaminant Plumes
Metal Plating/Finishing/Fabricating
Und€rground Tanks - Confirmed leaking



T.ble I : D€t€ction of Contarninrnts with Primrry Drin king Water Strndrrd

Inorganic

Contamioants

YerrT€stod Urits PHG

(MCLG)

MCL AYerage Range Major Sources

Anenic*l 2014 ppm 0.004 l0 t9.54 9.3 - 32 lrosion ofnatural deoosits: runotr
iom orchards; glass ind €lechonics reduction

Chromium 6+ 20t4 ppb 0.02 l0 0.38 < 0.2 - 0.70 Discharge from stecl and pulp mills and
rhrome plating; erosion ofnatural deposits

Chloride 2013 ppm nla 500 120 t20 Kunorvt€achmg trom nafunl s€awaler influ€nc€

trIuoride 2013 ppm I 2 0.7 0.7 E roslon oI natral deDostts: waler additive that
lromotes.stsong teeth: discharge from fenilizer
rno aturunum laclones

Nitrrtc 2014 ppm 45 45 14.4 2.6 - 38 lunoffand leachins trom fertilizer
rse;.leaching ftom septic tank and sewage
:roston oI narural oeDoslls

Sodium 20t3 ppm nla nla 129 t29 ialt present in the wareE nao.rally occuninr
Dibrornochloropropanc

(DBCP)
20t4 ppt t.7 200 < 0.10 ND - 0.23 3anned nematocide that may still be present

n soils due to runoffleaching ftom former
rse on soybeans, cotton, vineyards, tomatoes,
rnd tree Frrit

Tetrachloroethylene
(PCE)

2014 ppb 0.06 5 ND_3 )ischarge fiom factories! dry cleaners, and auto
ihops (metal degreaser)

Gross Alpha 20t3 pCLt'. (0) l5 0.601 0.601 Erosion of natural deposits

Uranium 2013 pC.lL 0.43 20 0.309 0.309 Erosion of natural deposits

Table 2: Detection ofContaminanb with S€condary Drinking Water Standard
Totrl Hardness 20ll ppm nla nla l7.5 t'7.5 f,rosron oI naturat deposl8 genel'ally

nagnesNm ano cxuqum
Sulfate 20t3 ppm nla 500 5I 5l Runoffl leaching from natural deposits

Table 3: Detection of Unregulatod Contaminants
1,2,lTrichloropropane*r

fl23 TCP)
2014 ppt 0.7 NL=5 59 <5-220 )e$icide that may still be present in soils due to

1|noffleachins
SAMPLES FROM THI DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

TABLE 4. SAMPLING RESULTS SHOWING THE DDTICTION OF COLIFOR}I BACTERIA

Microbiological

Contaminants
Higi€st No. of detcctions Noof

months in

MCL MCLG Tpical Source of Brcteria

Totrl Colifonn hcterit
Tested in 2014

I 0 More ihan I sanple in a month wilh

a delection

0 Vdrraly trEsrnt in tre enviromst

TABLE 5-SAMPLING RESUTIS STOWING Tf,l DETICNON OFLEADAND COPPER

krd rnd Copper
Tedd in 1)12

No ofsamples collected 9fth
percentile

No Sites

exce€ding AL

AL MCLG Typical Sourcc of Contrminant

t€.d (ppb) 3l ) 0 IJ 2 htemal conosion ofhousdbld \ ,!fter plurnbing

tserns: dischdges fom Ldsial nErfi(nlrcrs
rosion of natural deDosits

Copper(ppm) 3l 0.3 0 03 hurnl conosian ofhotsdpld $der plurnbing

td€rns: erosiql ofnd.rral deposiq leadfng fiom
rooo trEsenstrves

TABLI 6-SAMPLING RESULTS SHOWING THI DETECTION OF DISINFECTION BY-PRODUCTS
TISTDATI UNIT PHG MCL AVEMGE RANGI SOURCI OF CONTAiIINAM

TTHMS
(Total Trihalomethane)

20t4 ppb nla 80 5.14 <2-16 By-product of drinking water chlorination

Chlorine 2014 ppm MRDLG = 4 MRDL =
4,O

t.12 0.2 -2.1 Drinking water disinfectant added for
:realmentHAA5

(Totll Halocetic Acids)
20r4 ppD nla 60 <l ND - 1.8 By-product of drinking water chlorination

Exphnation of Violations
l. whilete Distid$6 rFdiryheEPA tudad fqasic of50fpbdrtrtrc dwrgpoftFdardad inJauay2m6fuD$bd6rdnEdtErEwsadadofl0Dob

tt* ure ad@ in Jauay 2o6. Some people who &ink \ der corhining ars€nic in e{cess offte MCL over many years cotjd ogerierce sh; '

damage or poblems wifn their cirqlaiory s)s.tem, and may have an irrcreased risk ofgefting cancer.2. I,2,3-trichloropropane (1,2,3 TCP) has been detected at levels in excess ofthe PHC a0.7 ppt). Some people who drink water containing 1,2,3
TcP in excess ofthe Public Health Goal over many y€ars may have an increased risk ofgitting cancir, based on studies in laboratory
animals. The District is concemed about the TCP levels, and is investigating treatment options-. An MCL is being developed for TCp.

PWSID#: t510001


